APPENDIX B
THE previous appendix, despite its flavour of
triviality, was entirely abstract, theoretical and re-
spectable. It dealt with capitalistic problems in general,
with only an occasional reference to things like Welsh
miners, Lancashire cotton-spinners and Hollywood
film stars by way of illustration. la this chapter let us
deal with the abstract and dry-bones of the Soviet
approach to these same problems. Let us take each of
the problems discussed in the last chapter in turn.
Firstly, there is the problem of idle resources, both
human and material. With regard to this problem
Soviet economy works upon an extremely simple
principle. The only limits to the employment of
resources need be: (a) the limits imposed by the nature
of the physical world and (&) the judgments of mankind
as to the degree of utilisation of such resources that is
at any time desirable. Thus, at any moment, only a
fixed number of workers and only a fixed amount of
raw material, land and machinery exist for any kind of
utilisation whatever. These are the physical limits.
Yet, in the flow of time, these limits are constantly
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